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Trestle-Board 
Calendar of Events 

 
May 6th   7:00  Stated Meeting  
   7:30 Cinco De mayo Celebration, Fellowship Night  
    
May 13th   7:00  Dinner Reservation is a must due to limited seating in the  

     Lodge room Cost $15.00 
    First Degree Initiation in the Armenian Language with the  

     Armenian Degree Team 
May 20th   7:30  OSI at Maya Lodge No 793   
    278 S. Mission Dr. San Gabriel, Ca 91776 
                                     Ararat Lodge Dark 
 
May 27th   7:00  Dinner 
    Second Degree for Brother Karo Shirinian 
 

Our stated meeting is on the first Thursday of each month  

http://www.ararat848.org/


Siryli Y.pa3rnyr5                                                       

Aha a3sbes poloryxink a3s darova3 meg yrrortu5 d0nyxink yv dysank ?novntu yv #arov;ivnu5 
anxovxink ba. yv dak 0ryr5 ;e ba3/a- ;e ‘o;orig5 ;e hantard ;e yrgra,ar=1  Gu 
,arovnagynk dysnyl [rhy.hy. yv 2ivnamrig yrgirnyr5 qa.a. yv badyrazmi ,r]annyr5 a-o.] yv 
wada-o.] an2yr yv asonx nman dysag dysag hagabadkyr qntirnyr1   

Mynk Ararad );yagn al ovnyxank anxno. 4 amsova3 me] no3n[a’ cy.yxig yv dky. 
hantibovmnyr5 a-o.] yv wada-o.] antamnyr5 ;imovmnyr5 antamacrovo.nyr yv aba 
hra=aro.nyr5 masnagxo.nyr yv o[ masnagxo.nyr1  Hin harazadnyr yv parygamnyr y.an 
irarov .arib5 nor .aribnyr y.an irarov harazad1  Asdova/ a,qarhin yv myr polorin da3 
imasdov;ivn5 qa.a.ov;ivn yv lovsavor 0ryr orbysi parypyr ullan myr kalik 0ryru yv 3a-a] 
danink a3s myr sovrp cor/u ha3 0;yagin1 

Ma3is` carnan amis /a.ignyrow yv cy.yxig 0ryrow li i masnavori Ma3ryrov amis1  
Gu ,norhavorym polor ma3ryru yv irynx gu 2angam a-o.] yv yrgar gyank1   

Ma3r gu n,anage gyank dovo.7 anor hamar ovnink Ma3r Ha3rynik5 Ma3r Lyzov5 Ma3r A;o-1 

Ipr a-a]in yv miag Ha3gagan );yag gu ngadynk Ararad );yagu ipr myr ha3yrovn Ma3r 
);yagu1   Silwa Gabovdigyanu usa/ e5 ;e ma3rt ancam mdkix hanys ko ma3r lyzovn 
[moranas1  Mynk al hydyvylow a3s q0skin5in[ or ulla3 myr gar/iku gam ca.aparu5 bedk [e 
mo-anank myr ma3r 0;yagu i cin amyn in[i naq gar[a/ mnank myr 0;yagin yv mi,d xangank 
0cdagar ullal5 ha-a[ danil5 par2ranal5 par2raxnyl yv pazmaxnyl za3n7 min[ hnazant 
ullalow myr yrtovmi sgsbovnknyrovn1  #arcankow yv badivow zarcaxnynk myr a3s cy.yxig Ma3r 
);yagu1 

#arcank polor ma3ryrovn5 
#arcank ma3r ha3rynikin5 
#arcank ma3r lyzovin5 
#arcank miag ha3 yv ma3r Ararad );yagin5 
#arcank Kalif0rnio Ma3r );yagin777 
 

Lavaco3n Ma.;anknyrow yv Y.pa3ragan Sirow5 

 

 

+ira3r <irikjyan5 M7W7 

 

 



 

 

 

Dear Brethren, 

It‟s hard to believe a third of the year has passed.  This time has encompassed celebrations of birth and 

resurrection.  It‟s been a season of cold and warm weather with both bright days and gloomy rain.  We‟ve 

enjoyed calm days and ones that rumbled with the earthquakes.  We continue to see flooding and severe cold in 

various lands, areas of peace and war, and all the other dichotomies of good and bad both in people and in the 

world around us.   

In the last four months, Ararat Lodge too has had its good and not-so-good experiences.  We‟ve welcomed new 

prospects and members as well as bid farewell to those resigned.  With both the healthy minded and weaker 

links in mind, let‟s pray for peace and positivity that the days ahead may be as productive and fruitful as 

possible.   

May, the month that Springs us out of the cold, filled with flowers and bloom, especially the month that 

celebrates and honors our mothers.  I‟d like to wish all the mothers a Happy Mothers‟ Day, wishing them all a 

happy and healthy life.   

“Mother” is a word that signifies that which gives rise to others.  For this reason we have such notions as 

Mother Nature, Motherland, our Mother tongue, etc… 

As the first Armenian Lodge, Ararat Lodge is considered the Mother Lodge for Armenians.  As Silva 

Kaputikian once wrote, “even if you abandon your mother, don‟t abandon your mother tongue.”  Following in 

those words, regardless of our thoughts or ideas that we find in our „motherboards‟, we cannot abandon our 

Mother Lodge and rather we should stand united and be constant in our efforts to assist in the progression of our 

great organization; to rise, to raise, and expand it successfully, while remaining dutiful to our oath of 

freemasonry.  Progression comes with a level of respect and pride in our great Ararat Lodge.   

Respect to our mothers, 

Respect to our motherland, 

Respect to our mother tongue, 

Respect to the only Armenian and our Mother Ararat Lodge, 

Respect to the California „Mother‟ Lodge… 

As always, I sign of with Best Wishes and Brotherly Love,  

Gerard Shirikjian, P.M. 

Master 



 
 
 

Ararat Lodge Annual Banquet 
Friday June 25, 2010 

8:00 PM 
De Lux Banquet Hall 

237 E Olive Ave, Burbank, CA 91502 
818-955-7777 

http://www.deluxebanquethall.com 
 
 

International Singer & Entertainer 

Koko Haytayan 
 

Donation $65.00 per guest 
 
 

http://www.deluxebanquethall.com/


From the Secretary’s Desk 
 
Brethren,  
 We are already in the 5th month of the year; time is flying by and we are heading into the 
summer months. What a beautiful time is ahead of us; our children will soon be out of school 
and we will be planning our vacation to spend quality time with our kids and grand kids.  
Brothers, as we head into May we put behind us April which in the Masonic community is the 
month when we honor our local schools and students with recognition letters and financial 
support from our lodges. This year, Ararat lodge did so once again with a slight difference; in the 
past years, under the leadership of past committee chairman, we always had the functions in our 
banquet room in the lodges.  These functions were always well attended but were limited to a 
small number of family and community members which were invited to the function.  
 This year, Brother Tony Agajanian did something totally different thinking outside the 
box. He put forward a challenge to the children; they could participate by writing an essay about 
there favorite hero. The children loved the concept; it engaged and challenged their mind and 
stirred them to compete in an academic environment. The teachers also noticed great enthusiasm 
and participation from the kids.  
 Brother Tony, Brother Aren Soulahian and Brother Vardan Kasabyan with worshipful 
Gerard Shrikjian PM were busy reading all the essays which were submitted. In general, it was a 
wonderful event for the kids as well as the teachers and the school administration. 
The awards were presented to the children in the school auditorium by Brother Tony and 
Worshipful Master as well as Brother Soulahian. There were more than two hundred parents and 
guests present in the Assembly which was held in the auditorium of the school. After presenting 
the students with the awards the principle acknowledged the Masons of Ararat Lodge and their 
role in Sierra Madre community.  
 Lastly, I would like to acknowledge Brother Tony and his committee members for the 
fine work in organizing and delivering this task. 
  
Fraternally  
Alex Ashjian 
Secretary of Ararat lodge #848 
 

http://limited.to/


From the desk of the Assistant Secretary 
Brethren, 
  
I represent the third generation of Masons in my family. My grandfather was a Mason, my uncle 
is a Mason, and I am a Mason. I am proud to be a member of the Ararat Masonic Lodge # 848, 
the first duly constituted Armenian speaking lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in California. I 
was born in 1955 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, East Africa. I attended an all-boys Catholic school 
in Addis Ababa. Upon graduating high school in 1971, my father could have afforded to send me 
to Europe or to the United States to continue my higher education, but chose to send me to 
Armenia (then the Soviet Socialist Republic of Armenia) to study medicine and become a better 
Armenian. From September 1971 through June 1978, I was a disaporan student in Armenia. 
While in Armenia, I was fascinated by its rich culture: its language, literature, history, 
architecture, arts, etc. Instead of studying medicine, I devoted myself to studying the Armenian 
culture, and in 1978 graduated from the Yerevan State University (YSU) with a Master of Arts 
Degree in Armenian Language and Literature. I met the love of my life, Karine, at the YSU. We 
got married at Hripsime Church in Etchmiadzin, Armenia. Our daughter, Gabriella Ovsana 
Djerrahian, was born in Yerevan. From 1978 through 1986 we lived in Addis Ababa, where my 
wife and I taught in the Armenian School. I also played the keyboard and sang in a band. From 
1986 through 1988 we lived in Armenia as I was doing my Ph.D. In 1988 we moved to the 
United States. For about ten years I taught in one of the Armenian Schools in the Los Angeles 
area. I also sang in a band. For the past ten years I have been working for the County of Los 
Angeles (CoLA), currently as a manager in one of the Human Resources Bureaus of CoLA. My 
hobby is singing and playing Texas Holdem for fun.  
  
In 2002 I was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason at Torrance Masonic Lodge. I was 
one of the chartered members of the Awesome Armenian Shrine Club (AASC); a Past President 
of the AASC; one of the chartered members of the Ararat Masonic Lodge under dispensation; 
and subsequently the Ararat Masonic Lodge # 848. I had the distinct privilege of being the first 
secretary of the Ararat Masonic Lodge # 848. I was involved in translating the California 
Masonic ritual into Armenian and had the privilege of sitting in the East to present a mock first 
degree (opening and closing) in the Armenian language in front of the Grand Lodge Officers of 
California Masons, the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Armenia, and the brethren 
of the Ararat Masonic Lodge # 848.  
  
I am a Mason and proud to be a member of the Ararat Masonic Lodge # 848, the first duly 
constituted Armenian speaking lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in California.  
  
Brother Dikran Djerrahian 
Assistant Secretary 
Ararat Masonic Lodge # 848 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aram                     Roland              Scott               Alex                   Abraham 
Yegiazarian          Altounian     Wilde                  Mandoyan         Topdjian 
May 3              May 9                 May 17                  May 26                 May 30                                  

    

Happy Birthday to our Brethren 
_________________________________________ 

 BETTER PAY ATTENTION TO THIS ONE. 

AT $754.00 ALMOST LIKE A D.U.I. 

NEW TRAFFIC LAW - 2010  

New Law: If a patrol car is pulled over to the side of the road, you have to change to the 
next lane (away from the stopped vehicle) or slow down to at least 20 mph under the posted 
speed limit. Every State except Hawaii and Maryland  and the D.C. has this law. In 
California  , the Move-over law became operative  

ONJanuary1,2010. http://www.moveoveramerica.com/ A friend's son got a ticket for this 
recently. A police car (turned out it was two police cars) was on the side of the road giving a 
ticket to someone else. He slowed down to pass but did not move into the other lane. The 
second police car immediately pulled him over and gave him a ticket. He had never heard 
of the law. It is a fairly new law that states if any emergency vehicle is on the side of the 
road, if you are able, you are to move into the far lane.  

 
The cost of the ticket was $754, with three points on your license and a mandatory court 
appearance. Please let everyone you know that drives about this new law. It is true 

 (See details at the following web address).  www.moveoveramerica.com 

 

 

http://www.moveoveramerica.com/
http://www.moveoveramerica.com/


Public School Award Presentation – April 1, 2010 
Sierra Madre School – Junior High 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winners of the 2010 Masonic Public School Essay Contest (front, from left) Isaiah Basu, Megan Tcheng, Rebecca 
Liu (with her aid), Renatta Cooper (PUSD Board Member) and Gayle Bluemel (Principal, Sierra Madre School).  
Ararat Lodge Brothers (rear, from left) Aren Soulahian (Contest Co Chair), Tony Agajanian (Contest Chairman) 
and Master of Ararat Lodge, Gerard Shirikjian (PM). 
 
Our commitment to the California Public Schools continues as in April the Ararat Lodge #848 
Free and Accepted Masons recognized students from the Sierra Madre School.  This year, 
unlike the formats of our previous Public School events, which focused primarily on the 8th 
grade; our 2010 event invited all 6th, 7th and 8th grade students to participate and enjoy the 
benefits of our philanthropy through an Essay Contest focusing on the strength of character of 
our first president of the United States of America, George Washington.  Our theme this year 
was motivated by the centennial celebration of the George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial in Alexandria Virginia, and also to commemorate Washington’s singular role in 
founding this great country.  The Sierra Madre Middle School had an overwhelming response to 
our challenge as it produced 222 fantastic essays! The winners (6th Grade) Isaiah Basu, (7th Grade) 
Megan Tcheng, and (8th Grade) Rebecca Liu each received a $75.00 cash award and a framed certificate 
in recognition of their achievements. 



Sierra Madre Upper Campus  

160 N. Canon Ave.  Sierra Madre, CA  

 April 18, 2010  

 Ararat Lodge  

 Dear Tony,  

I want to tell you how much I appreciate your writing contest for our middle school students.  
When I first read the topic, I was eager to give the assignment.  I have taught for many years and 
biographies of famous people are always a part of the curriculum.  I was amazed, however, at my 
students’ lack of knowledge about “heroes”.  Many drew a blank when it came to defining a 
hero.  Most of the students wrote about their parents, which was fine, but your contest was the 
impetus for a hero lesson.  

My students worked in pairs to write a definition of a hero.  They shared these definitions with 
their classmates and then chose to write a short essay about a person who met their hero 
definition.  Their definitions included such qualities as: bravery, selflessness, compassion, 
patriotism, loyalty, and philanthropy.  

I thank you not only for the contest and the monetary awards given to the students and teachers, 
but you provided me with an excellent lesson that went beyond the original contest.  I’m 
inclosing my assignment so you can see what an inspiration your competition was to me and my 
students.  They wrote about war heroes, presidents, sports figures (who did more than hit the 
ball), people who overcame great difficulties, and people who made a difference in the world. 
 Their papers were fantastic!  Thank you!  

Sincerely,  

Helen Pontarelli,  

 Sixth Grade English and Social Studies  

MOTHERS DAY MAY 9TH 2010 

This holiday was declared officially by the state of West Virginia in 1910, and the rest of the 
stated followed quickly. On May 8, 1914, the US Congress passed a law designating the second 
Sunday in May as Mother’s Day and requesting a proclamation. On May 9, 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation, declaring the first national Mother’s Day, as a day for 
American citizens to show the flag in honor of those mothers who sons had died in war. In 1934, 
U.S. President Franklin D Roosevelt approved a stamp commemorating the holiday. In May 
2008, the U.S. House of Representatives voted twice on a resolution commemorating Mother’s 
Day, the first one bring unanimous so that all congressmen would be on record showing support 
for Mother’s Day. 



Ararat Lodge No 848 Officers 
 
MASTER………………………………..Gerard Shirikjian (Lucine)                      gls@gerardleon.com 
1009 N. Geneva Glendale, Ca 91207                         Cell (213) 509-2855 
 
SENIOR WARDEN………………………..  Seb Badoyan (Judy)                      seb@badoyan.com  
521 W. Leeside, Glendora, Ca 91741                         Cell (626) 234-4378 
 
JUNIORWARDEN……….…..……….. Aram Yegiazaryan                               yegiazarian12@aim.com 
344 S. Serreno St. #9 LA, Ca 90020                                                                   Cell (323) 428-6858                    
  
TREASURER……………………………... Vartan Depoyan (Garine)                     vartandepoyan@hotmail.com 
554 N. Chester Ave. Pasadena Ca 91106                                                                 Work (213) 489-1975                               
 
SECRETARY..........…............................    Alex Ashjian (Valantine)                     alexashjian@yahoo.com 
1315 Tropical Ave. Pasadena Ca 91107                 Cell (626) 354-7272                                
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY……………   Dikran Djerrahian (Karine)                ddjerrahian@hotmail.com 
605 N. Louise #105 Glendale, Ca 91206                             Cell (818) 383-9362 
 
CHAPLAIN………………………….….  Tony Agajanian (Kathy)                     xaggie@pacbell.net 
2116 Paloma St. Pasadena, Ca 91104             Cell (626) 298-3087 
     
MARSHALL……………………………... Sarkis Kechian(Susana)                      kechiansarkis@yahoo.com 
505 E. Providence Ave. #7, Burbank, Ca 91501                      Cell (213) 925-0631 
                             
SENIOR DEACON…………………….. Vardan Kasabyan                              stuntdouble212@yahoo.com 
5548 Mavis Ave. Whittier, Ca 90601            Cell (562) 922-2708 
  
JUNIOR DEACON……………………    Apo Topjian (Anne)                              airwellac@aol.com 
6900 Forbes Ave. Van Nuys, Ca 91406             Cell (818) 486-8567 
 
SENIOR STEWARD………………………. Roland Altunyan            roland0509@yahoo.com 
5954 Simpson Ave. valley Village, Ca 91607                     Cell (323) 810-9922 
 
JUNIOR STEWARD………………….... Hagop Yepremian (Susan)        jsyeprem@aol.com 
6900 Petit Ave. Lake Balboa, Ca 91406                              Cell (818) 259-9597 
 
TILER……………………….………Levon Zezaghian (Maggie                           lmzez@yahoo.com 
853 W. Duarte Rd. #17 Arcadia, Ca 91007                   Cell (626) 824-1863 
 
ORGANIST…………………………..Armen Mtzoyan (Gayane) 
4559 Mendocino Ct. Los Angeles, Ca 90056                                                    Cell (323) 497-1028                                   
 
CANDIDATES COACH……………Raffi Barsamian           barsamianraffi@verizon.net 

                              Cell (818) 970-6796 
ASSISSTANT COACH………………Sarkis Daglian           bsad007@aol.com 
                           Cell (818) 731-9737 
OFFICERS COACH………….…..Sarkis Sepian PM                                         sarkissepian@hotmail.com 
                           Cell (818) 212-3248    
INSPECTOR 753TH DISTRICT……….Hamlet Khatcherian PM                     hkhatcheri@aol.com 
                                                                                                                   Cell (213)369-1685  
ASST. GRAND LECTURER DIV. VII……Douglas B. Eichen PM               dbeichen@aol.com 
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